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FINAL EXAM REVIEW SHEET

Sample exam questions

True/False:

1.  Maxwell thinks that there are no entities in scientific theories that are in principle unobservable.






TRUE
          FALSE
2. All naturalists think philosophical questions should be replaced by scientific questions.







  
TRUE
          FALSE
3. Kuhn claims that the choice between competing paradigms in science is usually made on the basis of objective factors.



TRUE
          FALSE
4. Duhem thinks it is possible to perform a definitive experimental test of an individual hypothesis.






TRUE
          FALSE
5. Kuhn claims that scientists abandon their hypotheses immediately once experiments or observations seem to falsify them.



TRUE
          FALSE
Multiple choice:

1. Van Fraassen claims that we should NOT commit to believing:

A. Claims a theory makes about what is observable.

B. Claims a theory makes about what is unobservable.

C. Claims a theory makes about what has been observed so far.

D. Claims a theory makes about what will be observed in the future.

2. Feyerabend thinks good empiricism requires:

A. Seriously investigating a number of different theories which aim to account for the same phenomena.

B. Requiring a new theory to explain the success of the old theory it replaces.

C. Accepting well-confirmed theories and rejecting theories that are not well-confirmed.

D. An appeal to facts which are theory-independent.

3. Longino thinks:

A. Objective knowledge is the sort of thing an individual scientist can achieve by following the scientific method.

B. Science creates reliable knowledge by means of a transformative interaction between different observers.

C. It is impossible for humans to get reliable knowledge about the world.

D. All of the above.

E. None of the above.

Fill in the blanks:

1. EPISTEMOLOGY__ is the branch of philosophy dealing with what we can know and how we can come to know it.

2. The “ultimate argument” attempts to show that the predictive success of our scientific theories compel us to take a(n) _REALIST____ attitude toward them.

3. Concluding, from all the sunrises you have experienced or heard about, that the sun will rise tomorrow is an example of ___INDUCTIVE___ reasoning.

4. Van Fraassen says Maxwell confuses unobservable entities with __THEORETICAL____ entities.

5. The “Strong Program” in sociology of science claims that scientific beliefs, like other beliefs, are justified relative to __LOCAL_____ factors.

WELL:  
anti-realist



realist



inductive



deductive



bridge laws



epistemology



metaphysics



theoretical



local



global



falsification
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